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English

Elective – THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Time : Three hours  Maximum : 75 marks

PART A — (15 × 1 = 15 marks)

Answer ALL the questions.

1.  Who used the term "phatic" communication?

(a)  Pinker   (b)  Malinowski

(c)  Chomsky   (d)  Saussure

2.  What is RP?

(a)  Reverted Pronunciation

(b)  Received Pronunciation

(c)  Remote Pronunciation

(d)  Rebound Pronunciation
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3. The regional dialect is also known as _____ dialect.  

 (a) social  (b) national  

 (c) vernacular  (d) personal  

4. Which grammar has a solid theoretical basis? 

 (a) modern  (b) traditional  

 (c) medieval  (d) structural  

5. _____ is language in general.  

 (a) la parole  (b) la langue 

 (c) le language (d) differance  

6. Which grammar sets out to analyse and classify 
existing language? 

 (a) generative   (b) traditional  

 (c) modern  (d) descriptive 

7. What is known as the gap between wind–pipe?  

 (a) palate  (b) glottis 

 (c) pharynx  (d) larynx 

8. What does separate the mouth cavity from nasal 
cavity? 

 (a) palate  (b) pharynx 

 (c) tongue  (d) vocal cords  
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9. Which organ of speech has the greatest variety of 
movement? 

 (a) teeth   (b) nasal cavity 

 (c) vocal cards  (d) tongue 

10. Vowels must be learned by listening and _____. 

 (a) speaking  (b) writing 

 (c) imitating  (d) writing  

11. How many groups of diphthongs are there in 
English? 

 (a) 3   (b) 2 

 (c) 5   (d) 4 

12. In many languages the rhythm unit is the _____. 

 (a) sound  (b) syllable 

 (c) letter   (d) word 

13. _____ is the systematic representation of language 
in written form.  

 (a) transcription (b) stylistics 

 (c) linguistics  (d) pragmatics  

14. Choose the accurate transcription of the word far. 
 (a) fɐ:   (b) fa:  

 (c) fi:   (d) fz: 
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15. Choose the accurate transcription of the word 
rough. 

 (a) raf   (b) rif 

 (c) rɐf   (d) rof 

PART B — (2 × 5 = 10 marks) 

Answer any TWO questions. 

16. What is language?  

17. Explain the concept, "Context of Situation". 

18. What are the common problems in pronunciation? 

19. Discuss the classification of the short vowels of 
English.   

20. Transcribe the following words.  
 (a) pole  (b) sound  (c) laugh      (d) zinc 

PART C — (5 × 10 = 50 marks) 

Answer ALL questions. 

21. (a) What are the contributing factors for the 
varieties of language?  

Or 

 (b) Why is Language important?   

[P.T.O.]
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22. (a) Write an essay on Language and Society.  

Or 

 (b) Why is Grammar significant? 

23. (a) How can one overcome problems in 
pronunciation?  

Or 

 (b) Write an essay on the organs of speech and 
speech mechanism.  

24. (a) Explain the articulation of Diphthongs.  

Or 

 (b) Explain in detail : Stressed and Unstressed 
Syllables.  

25. Transcribe the following :  

 (a) I wouldn't call it shabby, but it isn't very  
  modern, I admit. However they're very  
  obliging, and take a great deal of trouble. So  
  I can see. I think I'll go along there. I need a   
  new suit. Oh, by the way, what sort of prices  
  do they change? Pretty reasonable , really.  
  This was eighty pounds. That's not bad. I  
  think I'll look in there tomorrow.   

Or 
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 (b) My world, that's a big one! Mine's only got 
one stem, and that seems to have dozens. 
But I think it's the same one. Well they like 
light, but not heat; water them well in the 
summer, but not very much in winter. And 
that's about all. Oh, that's rather nice; it 
says here that the German name for it 
means industrious Elizabeth! Much grander 
than Busy Lizzie.  

———————— 




